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“RAISE THE DEAD” 
2018 Resurrection Day Series 

Studies in 1 Corinthians 15 

 

Your Body / HIS Abode 

(The Biblical View of The Christian’s Physical Body) 

According to God’s Word, there are three primary parts to who we are: “…may your whole spirit, soul 

and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 5:23). We 

should not be surprised at this, because we are created in the image of the Triune God (Genesis 1:26-27), 

Who is the One and only God existing eternally in 3 co-equal, distinct Persons – Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit (Matthew 28:19b, 1 John 5:7, etc.). Our soul (mind, will and emotions) takes after our Father’s 

side of the God-head; our spirit (spiritual sensitivity) takes after the Holy Spirit and our human body 

functions like the Son of God’s, by expression in physical, tangible ways.   
 

As a tripartite (3 parts) being, we are superior to all other life forms (animal or vegetation) that are purely 

physical, without soul or spirit.  But, because of humanity’s inborn ‘sin nature’, people are born 

‘spiritually dead in trespasses and sin’ (Ephesians 2:1-3). Before being brought to faith in the Lord Jesus 

Christ as personal Savior and Lord, all of us function as ‘body & soul beings’ with a defunct, dormant 

spirit. Then when we turn to the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, the Holy Spirit regenerates our spirit when 

He enters and indwells us forever (John 14:15-17, Titus 3:4-6).   
 

Because the Holy Spirit abides permanently within us (Hebrews 13:5) we experience continual, gradual 

transformation throughout the rest of our earthly pilgrimage (Romans 8:29-30, 12:1-2; 2 Corinthians 

5:17). Like the metamorphosis change of a caterpillar into a butterfly, true Christians are in the process of 

dying to who we used to be (the cocoon stage/ Galatians 2:20) into the very image of Jesus Christ (2 

Corinthians 3:17-18).  This catharsis completely changes us from the natural man‘s priority list of life - 

‘body/soul/spirit’ (2 Corinthians 1: 14) to the divine order of ‘spirit/soul/body’ (1 Thessalonians 5:23).  
 

The believer’s physical body is important as God lives from the inside out through us during our lifetime 

– the Holy Spirit moves our spirit to desire holiness; our heavenly Father raises our soul to think and feel 

and decide His will, and our Savior, the Son of God, strengthens us to physically live, minister and 

worship as He did during His earthly pilgrimage (Philippians 4:13, 1 John 4:17).  Then at the time of the 

believer’s death, one’s spirit/soul migrates from the body on earth to an intermediate state in heaven 

(James 2:26 & 2 Corinthian 5:1-8), in which to await resurrection day (Revelation 6:11).  The believer’s 

physical remains are interred with as much respect and dignity as possible here on earth (Philippians 

1:20), just like Jesus was in His burial (John 19:38-42) to await the resurrection of believers at the end of 

the age (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).   

 

The believer’s physical body is very special to God – it is the temple of the Holy Spirit during life (1 

Corinthians 3:16- 17, 6:19-20); it is God’s instrument of ministry and witness during life (Romans 6:12-

13); it is the renovated vessel of righteousness God used for good in this life (Ephesians 2:10, 2 Timothy 

2:21); it is the instrument Christ will raise, transform and give back to you for ministry on earth again 

during the Millennial Kingdom (Luke 19:15-19, Hebrews 12:28, Rev. 2:26); and it is the trophy of grace 

God will raise and put on eternal display in heaven (Ephesians 2:6-7).   

 

All three parts of a believer make up who we are and what Christ has done in, with and through us, just as 

all 3 Persons of the triune Godhead are essential to Who He is and all He has done.  No wonder the Lord 

Jesus Christ is looking forward to ‘the resurrection of life’ (John 5:24-29) when He will raise out of the 

dead, the ‘body’ of His bride ‘the Church’ in the same manner He Himself was raised:  

 

“…Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep… 

Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming…”   (1 Corinthians 15:20-23) 



 

 

 

‘The Executive Spiritual/ Physical Check-Up’ 

(The Believer’s Biblical Examination) 

1 Corinthians 15:39-49 

 

The Natural Body Exam 
(What you do with your physical body now, determines your eternal radiance then) 

“All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of animals, 

another flesh of fish and another of birds. There are also celestial bodies and terrestrial bodies; 

but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. There is one 

glory of the sun, another glory of the moon and another glory of the stars; for one star differs 

from another star in glory.” 15:40-41 
   

(See also Daniel 12:2-3, 1 Corinthians 3:11-15, Revelation 3:10-11) 

 

 

 

 

 

       The Spiritual Body Exam 
(What ‘wear and tear’ you sustain serving God now, will be fixed & upgraded then) 

“So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in 

incorruption. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in 

power. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body and there 

is a spiritual body. And so it is written, “The first Adam became a living being.” The last Adam 

(Christ) became a life-giving spirit.” 15:42-45 
                  

(See also Daniel 12:13, John 12:23-26, Revelation 21:4-8) 

 

 

 

 

 

         The Eternal Heavenly Body Exam 
(What you spend your earthly life on now, should pertain to future eternal activities) 

“However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual. The first man 

was of the earth made of dust; the second Man is the Lord from heaven. As was the man of dust 

so al-so are those who are made of dust and as is the heavenly Man so also are those who are 

heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of 

the heavenly Man.” 15:46-49 

 

(See also Jesus’ parables of ‘The Talents’ / Matthew 22:14-30 

and ‘The Rich Fool’ / Luke 12:15-21) 

 

         
 

 


