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‘THE REALLY GOOD LIFE’ 
(Life of Christ Series) 

Gospel of Luke 
 

“When We All Get (Together(?)…” 
The chorus of an old hymn goes: “When we all get to heaven, what a day of rejoicing that will be…” That grand song of the 

past is about following the Lord’s return to evacuate all His true disciples to heaven just before the Great Tribulation Period 

begins on earth (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18; Matthew 24:9-31). The evacuation of genuine Christians (called ‘the rapture’) 
will surely be a day of rejoicing as prophesied in Revelation 7:9-17. Fellowship with all the Church Age believers in Christ; 

praising Him above as we wave palm branches during our triumphal entry to heaven; awesome singing and special music by 

the cherubim quartet; serving in the heavenly temple – what a day of rejoicing is coming when we all get together someday. 

Unless the Savior comes first, there’s another day of rejoicing coming one of these days when we all get to gather again as a 

church family in our usual place of worship. During this period of corona-virus shut down and social distancing CBF and 

other Bible teaching ministries have been able to continue accomplishing the primary purposes of a New Testament local 

church on-line (Bible teaching streaming of Sunday worship, men’s and ladies’ discipleship studies, midweek ‘Rest of the 

Story’ studies, young adult worship nights and starting this week, new exciting children’s ministries for kids and their 
parents). These essentials of discipleship are made possible because of an outstanding media team and the faithful prayers, 

tithes, and offerings of the church family on Guam, our extended church family stateside, and in numerous other countries. 

But we are beginning to increasingly miss the weekly in-person fellowship, ministry, and encouragement that will resume 

when we all get to gather again (Hebrews 10:24-25). 

In compliance with God’s Word about respectful, reasonable submission to government authority and the medical wisdom 

of health officials, CBF continues to abstain from plenary gatherings of more than 10 people for now (Romans 13:1-5, 1 

Peter 2:13-17). Some churches have chosen to disregard these passages and intend to resume church as usual very soon. Our 

biblical position is that the government is not interfering with any of the essential purposes of church through the current 

official restrictions – we aren’t being told to stop reading and sharing the Bible or the gospel; we aren’t being muzzled from 

witnessing for Christ; we aren’t being biblically persecuted by these restrictions.  So it is our position that it is not a good 

testimony to disregard and disrespect official authorities imposing the current social distancing restrictions. In the Book of 

Acts the first Christians were dispersed numerous times and yet continued to find creative ways to faithfully persist in the 

essentials of the faith, even in the absence of being able to gather in traditional meeting places for a while (Acts 8:1-4, 12:1-

5; James 1:1; 1 Peter 1:1-3, etc.). CBF is eager to resume the in-person fellowship aspect of our ministry ASAP, but will do 

so only we are confident that it is safe and healthy for us to do so (including regular worshipers who are a bit frail in health). 

Some churches are risking an early resumption of public gatherings to assure people don’t become too comfortable just 

watching services at home, or to justify expensive facility obligations, or to avoid losing attenders who may decide to change 

churches and fellowship elsewhere. To be sure, none of these kinds of reasons influence CBF’s reopening plans. We have 

always been a Spirit-led, Bible-led ministry that biblically adjusts to whatever circumstances God allows us to experience in 

discovering His “good, acceptable and perfect will” (Romans 12:2).  

As stated at the beginning of the year, June is the month leaders will prayerfully consider not only the reopening of CBF 

ministries, but the future of our church after our lease expires this coming November. Please pray for church leaders as we 

seek the Lord regarding His plans for our local church ministries and missionary partners in the Pacific Rim region. Unless 

Jesus does come very soon, we have an exciting ministry adventure before us this summer. (More to come in the next couple 

of weeks in our Bible study lessons at the end of Luke 17). Whether it is in our current rental facility, somewhere else of the 

Lord’s choosing, or in the place He’s gone to prepare for us “When we all get (together) what a day of rejoicing that will 

be! When we all see Jesus, we’ll sing and shout the victory!”  PtL 

 

The Cross-Road of Jesus 

(The Road to Calvary – Jesus’ Farewell Tour) 
Jesus’ Journey to Jerusalem 

     

 December 25th (Hanukkah) AD 29: Jesus in Jerusalem  (John 10:22-39) 

 January AD 30: Jesus in Perea   (John 10:40-42, Luke 14:25-17:11) 

 February AD 30: Jesus to Bethany to raise Lazarus (John 11:1-52) 

 February AD 30: Jesus’ to the Ephraim hill country (John 11:53-54) 

 March AD 30: Jesus on the border of Samaria & Galilee m(Luke 17:11-19:27, Matthew 19-20, Mark 10) 

 April AD 30 (Passover): Jesus to Jerusalem (Luke 19:28-24:53, Matt. 21-28, Mark 11-16, John 12-20) 
 



    

The 10th Leper 

(The Story of the Really Good Samaritan) 
‘Thankfulness’ / Luke 17:11-19 

 

Synopsis:  The Lord has begun focusing attention on the training of the 12 to be the first leaders of His new community of 

faith called the Church.  Jesus terminated the failed priesthood of the obsolete religious system of Judaism, replacing it with 

the 12.  In the final few months leading up to His crucifixion, Christ’s main concern is intensive training of the 12 for ministry. 

In Chapter 17 it is obvious that the disciples have grown into mature apostles (compare v. 1 with v. 5) because of their awesome 

sense of responsibility for the task ahead.  From the lost & found parables (especially the last one about souls in the everlasting 

torment of hell) they know they are being called to a very high standard. The religious leaders they are replacing cared only 

about the religious pageantry and their own prestige among the people. The 12 comprehend that the ultimate destiny of 

immortal souls depends on the correctness of their message, reinforced with holy lives of total commitment to Christ. Their 

first lesson in verses 1-10 was the requirement of faithfulness. The next lesson learned on the road (verses 11-19) was the 

importance of thankfulness. In verses 20-37, Jesus stresses the importance of watchfulness.  
 

Setting:  Healing the 10 lepers probably occurred in February or early March of AD 30.  Jesus has finished the ministry in 

Perea east of the Jordan.  After leaving Perea, Jesus went to Bethany just outside of Jerusalem to raise Lazarus from the dead. 

Jesus and the disciples then retreat briefly to the hill country of Ephraim 12 miles northeast of Jerusalem.  From there, Jesus 

and the disciples proceed northward through Samaria to Galilee. On the road they meet 10 lepers whom Jesus heals.  The 

author Luke omits much chronological data (the trip to Bethany to raise Lazarus and the retreat to Ephraim). It seems that the 

Holy Spirit moved upon Luke to purposely connect the healing of the 10 lepers with the previous instructions and parable to 

the 12.  This real-life miracle illustrates what Jesus had recently taught them about servant leadership in the kingdom of God-

- supernatural ministry power- free of stumbling blocks, full of forgiveness, and fruitful humility. 

 

Lessons in Faith from the Lepers 

(A Little Faith Combined with Obedience  -  Miraculous Removal of Incurable Illness) 
“Now it happened as He (Jesus) went to Jerusalem that He passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. Then as He entered a 

certain village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off. And they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, 

have mercy on us!” So when He saw them, He said to them, “Go show yourselves to the priests.” And so it was that as they went, 

they were cleansed.”             17:11-14 

Biblical handling of leprosy – Leviticus 13-14, Numbers 5:2-3 

In all of Israel’s history there were only two cases of cured leprosy / Miriam (Numbers 12:10-15) and Naaman a Syrian 

(2 Kings 5:1-17; also referred to previously in Luke 4:27).   
 

A sign of the promised Messiah was ability to heal lepers (Matthew 11:5, Luke 7:22) 
 

Jesus healed a leper at the beginning of His public ministry (Matthew 8:1-4, Mark 1:40-45, Luke 5:12-15).  The 

disobedience of that 1st healed leper (who did not show himself to the priest) probably stumbled the religious leaders 

regarding Jesus (see Mark’s account).  This healing of 10 lepers 3 years later at the end of Jesus’ public ministry probably 

helped remove that stumbling block.  Leprosy is a physical picture of the terrible, terminal disease of sin and how it must 

be dealt with. 
 

  DISCUSSION:   Talk about how God often uses illness to bring people to Jesus for salvation.   

    Relate this incident to the Corona-virus Pandemic.   

    Talk about Jesus’ way of healing compared with so-called ‘faith healers’ today. 
 

Lessons in Thanks from the Leper 

(Thankfulness Combined with Reverence  -  Service Rewarded) 
“And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down on his face at His 

feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan. So Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the 

nine? Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?” And He said to him, “Arise, go your way. 

Your faith has made you well.”           17:15-19 
 

This healed leper exemplified what Jesus had recently taught the 12.   Those Christ calls to serve Him will be used of 

God to remove stumbling blocks, seek reconciliation, and humbly serve God as their Master (vs. 1-10).  The fact that the 

thankful man was a Samaritan probably reveals that the coming Church Age will be mostly composed of thankful non-

Jews who truly appreciate their salvation. 
 

 DISCUSSION:   What lessons about ministry do you learn from this passage? 

   How will this account help you in your service the for Lord? 


