
Christ’s Bible Fellowship Sunday, July 5th, 2020 Luke 18 Study Guide #4 
 
 

THE REALLY GOOD LIFE 
(Life of Christ Series) 

Gospel of Luke 
 

The Crossing Guard 
When I was a kid in middle school, the most coveted position of childhood authority was crossing guard.  If the 
principal ordained you a crossing guard you had more power and authority than a 9-year old kid could imagine. You 
were issued a safety belt, a whistle, a safety guard hat, rain gear and best of all-- a big silver badge that shined for all 
to see. If you kept up your grades and stayed out of trouble, your tenure and advancement through the juvenile ranks 
of the  Hoover Middle School safety patrol was guaranteed.  One of the perks was that you got out of your last class 
early to take your shift at the school crossing intersection in front of the school.  What a power-trip that was to hold 
back the kids until you pushed the button of the traffic signal which stopped cars, trucks, cycles and even police cars 
so the kids could cross over to the other side of the street.  To stand in the street - whistle in mouth, arms outstretched 
and safety badge glistening in the sun was much more glorious than being an athlete, musician or academic genius 
at old HMS.  In those days, crossing from one side of the street to the other was also an opportunity to learn 
responsibility and proper use of authority as well.   
 

Crossing over from the curb of this life to the gold curb of heaven is an even more important journey. There are many 
potential dangers that threaten safe passage to the sidewalks of Paradise. When the traffic of this world gets crazy, 
it’s good to know Jesus Christ is the divine safety guard appointed by the Father with all power and authority to help 
us home when school’s out for this life.  In Luke 20-24 the Lord Jesus will enter in the cross-walk of His life showing 
us how move with courage, dignity, and grace through the road hazards and inclement conditions that come to all 
who love the Lord (2 Timothy 3:12-15).  In His last few days of life, it’s majestic the way Jesus uses His authority 
and power to control the dangers, lead the disciples safely through a tragic weekend, endure the cross for us, and 
walk away from the grave better than He went in it!  He controls history, making all things stop and proceed according 
to His will.  In these chapters and the concurring synoptic gospel accounts, we have the biblical pattern for safe 
passage through the danger zones of life (1 Peter 2:21-25).  Whether it’s the rush hours and traffic jams of this life 
or when we come to the end of the road itself, Jesus is in the cross-walk waiting to get us safely to the other side of 
every road hazard before us. Oh, there will be temptations to J-walk, dart through dangers on our own or find another 
way, but the only safe way is at the cross-walk where your Savior is waiting get you safely to the other side of every 
problem on the way home. 

 

In the Cross-Walk with Christ 
Synchronizing the Synoptic Gospels 

(Spring AD 30 – Traveling from Perea to Jerusalem for Passover) 
 

Jesus blesses the children and their families  
(Matthew 19:13-15, Mark 10:13-16, Luke 18:15-17) 

 

Jesus and the rich young ruler (teaching on riches)  
(Matthew 19:16-26, Mark 10:17-27, Luke 18:18-27) 

 

Jesus’ teaching of sacrificial service for the kingdom  
(Matthew 19:27-29, Mark 10:28-30, Luke 18:28-30) 

 

Jesus’ parable of the laborers and their wages  
(Matthew 20:1-16 / omitted by Mark and Luke) 

 

Jesus’ teachings on His coming death and resurrection  
(Matthew 20:17-19, Mark 10:32-34, Luke 18:31-34) 

 

Jesus’ teaches about ambition and greatness  
(Matthew 20:20-28, Mark 10:35-45 / omitted in Luke) 

 

Jesus’ healing of the blind man  
(Matthew 20;29-34, Mark 10:46-52, Luke 18:35-43) 

 

Journey to Jerusalem (arrival at Jericho about 2 miles east and north of Jerusalem) 
(Matthew 20:29-34, Mark 10:46-52, Luke 18:35-42 / healing of blind Bartimaeus) 

 
 
 
 



 
 

‘HIM-Possible Things’ 
(Parking your ‘Camel’ to follow ‘The Lamb’) 

Luke 18:25-34 
 

The Cost of Truly Following Christ 
(Less Stuff for More of HIM) 

Taking Up the Cross 
“…it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 
Those who heard it said, “Who then can be saved?” But Jesus said, “The things which are impossible with men 
are possible with God.”                         18:25-27 

 Mark includes:  ‘the 12 were greatly astonished’ (at the camel / needle analogy) 
 

“Then Peter said, “See we have left all and followed You.” So He said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you, there is 
no one who has left house or parents or brothers or wife or children, for the kingdom of God, who shall not receive 
many times more in this present time, and in the age to come eternal life.”   18:28-30 
 Matthew includes:  ‘what shall we have?’ (Peter) 
 Matthew includes:  ‘in the regeneration … you followers will sit on 12 thrones…’ 
 Matthew adds:  ‘who has left (lands)… for My Name’s sake…’ 
 Mark adds:  ‘and the gospel’s…’ 
 Mark adds:  ‘with (persecutions)’ 
 Matthew & Mark both add:  ‘…many first will be last and last first’ 

 

• Having too much affluence in this life is a dangerous thing according to Jesus. It tends to make 
people neglect God, their souls and eternal life. Do you agree? Why is this true? (Examples?) 

 

• Read and discuss 1 Timothy 6:6-11 & 6:17-19. Discuss the dangers of money and the material 
things it can acquire and the people it attracts.  

 

• Jesus seems to agree with Peter that the 12 had ‘left it all and followed Him’. Jesus also assures 
them that such dedication will be reimbursed in some way in this life and the next. In what ways 
can the Lord’s promise be literally true of committed disciples? 

 

• Read Matthew 16:24-28 or Mark 8:34-38.  Discuss what it takes to wholly follow the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Also see 1 Corinthians 7:25-35 – Discuss the benefits of a Christian remaining celibate 
(single) as long as possible. Why do so few young adults consider it an honor to be a single servant 
with their life? How can you tell if you are called to stay single in the Savior’s service? 

 
 

The Cost of Really Knowing Christ 
(Less ‘Me’, More Like HIM) 

Resurrected in Christ 
“Then (Jesus) took the twelve aside and said to them, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all things written 
by the prophets concerning the Son of Man will be accomplished. For He will be delivered to the Gentiles and will 
be mocked, insulted and spit upon. They will scourge Him and kill Him. And the third day He will rise again.”  
 18:31-33  
 Matthew includes:  the parable of the vineyard prior to the above passage  
  (Matthew 20:1-16) 

 

• Talk about the Lord Jesus’ way to the future crown by going through the cross in this life now 
(Romans 8). Our way isn’t always physical suffering. Often our sacrifices are social, relational 
and spiritual (2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1, 1 Cor. 15:33). Please read and discuss Galatians 6:14. 

• Talk about Philippians 3:7-11.  Do very many Christians want this much dedication?  Do you? 
 
“But they understood none of these things; this saying was hidden from them, and they did not know the things which 
were spoken.” 18:34  
 

• Why do you think the 12 couldn’t understand v. 33?  What had their understanding obstructed 


