
Christ’s Bible Fellowship Sunday, June 28th, 2020 Luke 18 Study Guide #4 
 
 

THE REALLY GOOD LIFE 
(Life of Christ Series) 

Gospel of Luke 
 

Cross Talk 
(Christian Discipleship) 

Christian musicians sometimes cross over to use their talents more lucratively in secular songs.  An athlete 
preparing for a race cross trains in a couple of disciplines to better develop his or her skills. Cross ties 
connect rails for railroad tracks.  There are other uses of cross as a prefix that are neutral such as cross-
reference, cross-section, cross-examination, cross-county, etc. On the other hand cross talk is a bad thing 
that happens when two different phone calls overlap on the same line. The result is inaudible nonsense to 
anyone listening in on the conversation.   
 
Sometimes Christians send spiritual cross-talk by their verbal confession of faith in Jesus that is 
contradicted by a lifestyle that says something entirely different (Titus 1:16).  Spiritual cross-talk 
communicates that although you may claim to follow Christ and the Bible, your work, play and lifestyle in 
the world appears to be God-less pursuit of just physical, material, gratification.  Such contradiction 
communicates spiritual gibberish to everyone – God, Christians, and non-believers. It’s very important to 
walk the talk if you say you know and love Jesus Christ.  In essence this is what discipleship is all about.  
 
Good cross talk (praying at the cross of Christ for Him to forgive you and abide in your heart as Savior and 
Lord) must be backed up by a cross walk.  A street crosswalk is where pedestrians can safely traverse a 
busy thoroughfare from one side to the other.  Usually it has a traffic signal, huge diagonally painted white 
lines and sometimes a crossing guard for added precaution.  It requires a little more time, effort and 
discipline to use the crosswalk instead of just jay-walking, but it’s legal and certainly safer.    
 
Discipleship is exactly that – taking the time and energy to do the Christian life as well as possible, even if 
it entails personal sacrifice and discipline.  Discipleship is mandatory for all who truly know and love the 
Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:18-20).  Unbelievers see a cross-walking Christian as strange and aloof; 
Jesus sees them as faithful followers who appreciate what He has done for them (1 Peter 4:1-4).  As Christ 
journeyed toward Jerusalem in the final days leading to the cross, His frequent cross-talk with the disciples 
was matched with His cross-walk of dedicated personal sacrifice and ministry to them and others.  
 
Disciples, then and now, are forever inspired by Jesus’ graceful coordination of cross talk and cross walk 
on the way to Calvary (1 John 1:1-4).  The Lord Jesus says to all His followers: “If anyone desires to come 
after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow Me” (Luke 9:23).  Apostle Paul 
modeled this cross-walk/ cross-talk life for all Christians: “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no 
longer I who live, but Christ in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of 
God Who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2:26) and “But God forbid that I should boast 
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the 
world” (Galatians 6:14).   
 
On your journey of crossing over from the old life to the new, may God empower you to walk the talk of 
the cross and become His disciple.  Jaywalking (reckless pedestrian traffic in the road rather than using a 
cross walk) is both illegal and dangerous.  The cross walk of a disciple is a straight and narrow path through 
this life, and it is the only way that the crossing Guard, Jesus Christ, Himself, will walk with you and talk 
with you, along life’s narrow way*.  The more often you walk and talk with Him, the better you’ll be able 
to walk the talk of the cross and ‘exchange it someday for a crown’**   Only in the straight and narrow 
cross-walk will you meet the other cross-bearing disciples instead of negative influence.  J-walker believers 
(1 Corinthians 15:33-34) to help you stay in the Way and out of the world (Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 22:4; 24:24, 
22). 
 
 
 
(From the hymns: *”In The Garden” & **”The Old Rugged Cross”). 



 
 

‘Eye of the Needle’ 
(The Way of Entry into the Kingdom of God) 

 
Something/Someone Worth Sacrificing For 

(The blessing of losing it all to gain more) 
Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  So Jesus said 
to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God.  You know the commandments: ‘Do 
not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false witness,’ ‘Honor your father and your 
mother.’ ”  And he said, “All these things I have kept from my youth.”  So when Jesus heard these things, He 
said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure 
in heaven; and come, follow Me.”  But when he heard this, he became very sorrowful, for he was very rich.  And 
when Jesus saw that, he became very sorrowful, He said, “How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the 
kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God.”  And those who heard it said, “Who then can be saved?”  But He said, “The things which are 
impossible with men are possible with God.” (18-27) 
 

Points to Ponder: 
The rich, young ruler admired Jesus and had lived an outwardly good moral life all his teenage and young 
adult years. Jesus seems to accept this as true except the man was guilty of Commandment #10 (coveting).   
          

• Discuss how coveting (#10) negates Commandments numbers 1-4. 
 

• Jesus replaces the word “covet” with “love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 19:19) and 
“do not defraud” (Mark 10:19).  DISCUSS how these differences clarify what coveting 
really is. 
 

• DISCUSS the high cost of covetousness (loss of treasure in heaven and ability to follow 
Jesus’). 
 

• Talk about applying “take up the cross and follow Me” (Mark 10:21).  What does this mean 
to you? 
 

Something/Someone Worth Living For 
(The blessings of sacrificial commitment to the kingdom) 

“Then Peter said, “See, we have left all and followed You.”  So He (Jesus) said to them, “Assuredly I say to 
you, there is no one who has left house or parents of brothers or wife or children, for the sake of the kingdom of 
God, who shall not receive many times more in this present time, and in the age to come eternal life.”  (28-30) 

 
 

Points to Ponder: 
 (compare the differences between Luke’s account and Matthew 19:27-29 & Mark 10:28-30) 
          

• Peter’s “…what shall we have?” and Jesus’ ‘regeneration rule’ promise (Matthew) & 
“with persecutions” (Mark) 

      
NOTE: Jesus told the parable of the laborers at this point in Matthew 20:1-16) / why would 
Mark and Luke omit it? 
  

• What personal sacrifices are you willing to make for Christ’s sake and His kingdom’s sake? 
      

• What compensations from God may you expect in this life for putting Him before other things? 
 

• When, if not now, do you intend to let Jesus have 1st place as Lord in your life?   
 
Date?    ___________________ 

 


