
Christ’s Bible Fellowship Wednesday, January 10th, 2018    Tabernacle Study Guide #1 
   

‘PORTRAITS OF CHRIST IN THE TABERNACLE’ 
(God’s ‘Tent of Meeting’ / The Biblical Plan for Worship) 

Exodus 34-35 

‘The Camp-Out’ 
Vacation time to many people in America doesn’t mean 5-star hotels with glamorous manicured grounds, 
plush restaurants, and elaborate water parks. Nor are they thrilled about adrenaline-rush amusement parks 
or lavish ambiance of a leisurely ocean cruise. To more and more modern day people camping out with 
family and friends in the midst of God’s creation is the way to spend a few days recreationally. Packing 
the vehicle, travelling to some beautiful park, pitching the tent, setting up camp, enjoying the great 
outdoors, and returning home refreshed instead of exhausted and broke is what they call vacation.  
Some of Israel’s greatest lessons about God are the amazing miraculous experiences that happened during 
Israel’s camping trip in the wilderness. True, it was a chastisement from God for refusing to enter the 
Promised Land, but it was and still is a time of spiritual growth for the chosen people of God. The way 
God camped out with Israel was such a special time that, in the holiday celebrations of Israel, God 
ordained ‘The Feast of Tabernacles’ (Sukkot/ Deuteronomy 16:13-17), to be a happy holiday of 
remembering all that the Jewish people learned about God and His gracious provision during those 
wilderness camp-out years. Even today, Jewish people around the world still camp out in back yards or on 
synagogue grounds for a week of outdoor family time together. Prophetically, ‘The Feast of Tabernacles’ 
also looks forward to the coming Millennial Kingdom of God on earth after the Lord Jesus returns to rule 

and reign on earth, again providing 
abundantly for His people for 1000 years 
(Revelation 20:1-6, Zechariah 14:16-19).  
What made the 40-year camp out in the 
wilderness so special is that in the midst of 
the twelve tribes of Israel, ‘the tabernacle of 
God’ was central. In the middle of the nearly 
3-million-person camp-out was God’s tent 
(Numbers 2) where Israel met with, 
worshiped, and served beneath the glorious, 
presence over the tabernacle (the pillar of 
cloud by day & fire by night / Numbers 
9:15-23). God’s presence in and above the 
tabernacle led Israel during the wilderness 
wanderings. After those years of Moses’ 
leadership, God led the camp on into the 
Promised Land under Joshua’s leadership. 

The portrait of Christ: Throughout our 
Christian life journey on earth, God abides in our midst in the personal presence of His Son the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Regarding His incarnation, John 1:14 says “And the Word became flesh and dwelt (literally 
in the Greek, “tabernacled”) among us, and we beheld His glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth” In other words, when God the Son was on earth in the Person of Jesus, He was 
temporarily ‘camping out’ among men in the physical ‘tent’ of His body. When He died on the cross, He 
was packing up ‘His tent’, preparing to go back home to heaven. Now, in the Church Age, God the Holy 
Spirit ‘camps out’ in the heart of every true believer during their earthly pilgrimage. And when we die, as 
Peter wrote: “…shortly (we) must put off (pack up) this tent…” (1 Peter 1:13-15) and go home to 
heaven (2 Corinthians 5:8). The spiritual picture is that Christ is “tabernacle” in a believer’s heart with 
all other activities peripheral to and focused upon Him, His Word and His will for our lives (Colossians 
1:27). 



‘The Lay-Out’ 
Most new churches take years of planning. Purchasing a high visibility property, beautiful modern 
architectural design, ingenious interior planning and pristine furnishings are complicated and costly. 
God’s tabernacle was very simple because it was not about the building but about the God of the building. 
It was also simple to be mobile and movable from place to place in the wilderness. The simple courtyard 
and floor plan was not about amazing the priests or worshipers; it was all about the symbolic picture of 
Him through Whom the Almighty God must be worshiped – the Lord Jesus Christ. In the diagram below 
please notice how drawing two lines through the tabernacle furniture makes a perfect cross. Notice the 
courtyard features of the altar of burnt offering where sacrifices for sin began the worship experience and 
the bronze laver where priests had to thoroughly wash before entering the tabernacle to serve. These 
represent the necessity of sacrificial death on behalf of all coming to the Lord (the cross of Christ) and the 
necessity of cleansing and purification prior to worship (baptism by immersion). Only after these two 
essentials could a priest actually go into the tabernacle to light the Holy Place, serve the Unleavened 
Bread and make intercession at the altar of incense. Once a year he could also enter the Most Holy Place 
and make atonement for sin on the Ark of the Covenant. These things all picture the ministry of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and the way of worship for all true Christians. God is seeking worshipers to worship Him in 
spirit and in truth (John 4:23-24); therefore, let’s become really good at worship – it is the main thing we 
are supposed to be really good at in this life and the next.  PtL 

 

 

Group Discussion Questions 
• Talk about how each part of the tabernacle furniture somehow symbolizes the life and 

ministries of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

• How do these same symbolic furnishings picture the primary important functions of a 
believer as they come to salvation, serve the Lord and go into glory? 

• How can the progression of the tabernacle furniture help you move through your private 
devotions better? (How about your time of coming into corporate worship at church?) 

• Later in Israel’s history the tabernacle was replaced by Solomon’s magnificent temple. in 
what ways is the tabernacle a better picture of Christ’s first coming and the Christian 
life?  

• How do you hope this study will help you become a better worshiper of the Lord? How 
should being a better worshiper affect all other areas of your life? 

The tabernacle was to provide a place where God might dwell among His people.  
The term tabernacle sometimes refers to the tent, including the Holy Place and 
the Most Holy Place, which was covered with embroidered curtains.  But in other 
places it refers to the entire complex, including the curtained court in which the 
tent stood. 


